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Before and after Gutenberg

1518 Pliny, Gaius Plinius Secundus.
Naturalis historiae, MDXVIII, 572, 187 p.

First published 1472. The first com-
plete natural history in 37 books.
Pliny treats 20,000 topics collected
from about 2,000 books by 100 authors.
Ornamented drop initials, clear bold
types, well-balanced marginal notes and
large format are some of its note-
worthy features. |.M.

1573 Boderiano, Guidone Fabricio.
Dictionarium Syro-chaldicum. Antuer-

piae, MDLXXIN. Various pagination.
S.C.L.
1612 Kempffern. Erasimo, tr. Ninth

Voyage, that is, explanation of what
happened to the Netherlartd voyagers
in East-India in the years 1604-1605,
etc,, Frankfurt (Main), Levini Hulsli,
MDCXII, 48 p.

o9

In German. A map of the East-
Indies is appended. R.P.G.

1639, Bacon, Francis: The essays or,
counsels, civill and morall... etc.
London. John Beale, 1639. 340, 3 36 p.

First ed. 1597. Most popular of all
Bacon's writings, columned margins,
drop letters and ornamented borders
of the title page are distinct features.
R.P.G.

1648, Gravio, Johanne. Elementa Lin-
guae Persicae item. Anonymus. Persa
de Siqglis. .. .astronomics. London,
Cill. ICXLIX, 92, 16 p.

A primer of Persian linguistics and
another essay. S.C.L.

1689 Academia Caesarea 'Natmjae
Chrioscrum. Miscellanea Curiosa, sive

ephemeridum medico-physicarum
Germanicarum Norimbergae,
MDCLXXXIX.

Exhibit:  Vol.  VII-VIII, 1689-90.
Illustrated articles on various scienti-
fic topics. T.M.

1750. Atlas of Anatomy, Londoni
& P. Knapton, 1750 Plates 51. R.P.G.

Felicianoda.
successos

Felux
felissimos

1753 Fonseca.
Relacao

dos

obrudos Na India Orientalema ovice
Reinado do illustrissimo, Excellanitis-
simo Marquez de Tavora Vice-Rey,
ecapitao generaldaquelle. Estado.
Extrahinda de algumas cartas remeti-
das a esta corte. Lisboa, MDCCLIII.
8 p. R.P.G.



1757  Metastasio, Pietro  Antonio
Domenico Bonaventura, Poesie, Torino.
Nella stamperia Reale, MDCCLVII.
446 p.

A collection of four plays in verse.
Of special interest in the drama on
Alexander’s Indian expedition. T.M.

1793 Beschi, C.G. observationes Gram-
naticaie, Quieus Linguae Tamulicae. ..
etc. Trangambariae, Typis Missionis
Regiae, MDCCXXXIX. 58 p. Fr. Beschi,
a sanskrit scholar, also wrote a Latin
Tamil grammar which was printed by
Ziegenbalg's press. S.C.L.
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1766 Holwell, J. Z. Interesting his-

torical events, relative to the pro-
vinces of Bengal and the Empire of
Indostan. . ..as also mythology and
cosmogony, fasts and festivals of the

Gentoo's....; 2nd ed. London.
T. Becket and P. A. De Hondt,
MDCCLXVI. I-1l vols.

Bound with pt. Il. Contains myiho-
logical illustrations, maps, charts.

Famous tract on '‘Black Hole Tragedy’
is in Pt. 1l
*1772 Bolts, William. Considerations on
India affairs; particularly respecting
the present state of Bengal and its
dependencies. London. J. Almon. and
others, MDCCLXXIl. xxxii, 228, 105 p.
Map of Bengal and appendices
containing treaties, etc. S.C.L.

1772 Dow, Alexander. The History of
Hindostan, from the death of Akbar,
to the complete settlement of the
empire under Aurungzeb....London,
T. Becket and P. A. De Hondt,
MDCCLXXIl. Cliv. 9, 424 p. R.P.G.

1773 Fergusson, John. A Dictionary
of the Hindoostan language....10
which is prefixed. A grammar of the
Hindoostan language. London, Author,
MDCCLXXIIL. [I-If vols.

“_...a Dictionary of the English
and Hindoostan languages intended to
facilitate the intercourse of nations
S W » Wk

Foote, S. The Nabob: or, Asiatic
plunderers. A satyrical poem, in a
dialogue between a friend and the
author....a few fugitive pieces of
poetry. London, Author, 1773. 6, 54 p.
Bound with 9 other pamphlets.

S.C.L.

1776 Halhed, Nathaniel Brassey, tr.
A Code of Gentoo Laws, or, ordina-
tions of the Pundits, from a Persian
translation, made from the Sanskrit
language. London, E. |. Company,
MDCCLXXVI. LXXIV, 322 p. 8 pl.
Specimen of Devanagri and Bengali
alphabets on plates 1 and 2. R.P.G.

1778 Halhed, Nathaniel Brassey. A
Grammar of the Bengali Language.
Hooghly. MDCCLXXVIII. XXX, 216 p.

Printed at Andrews Press, Hooghly.
The first book to use movable Bengali
types cut by Charles Wilkins with the
assistance of Panchanan Karmakar.
M.C.

ot

1785 The Bhagavat-Geeta. or
Dialogues of Kreeshna and Arjoon, in
eighteen lectures; with notes. Trans-
lated by Charles Wilkins. London, c.
Nourse, MDCCLXXXV,

Published under the patronage of
Warren Hastings who also contributed
an introduction. This translation
immensely helped to reveal the
sép(i:rilt_ual heritage of India to the West.

1789 Ca'lida’s. Sacontala: or the fatal
ring; an Indian drama, tr. from the origi-
nal Sanscrit and Pracrit by Sir William

Jones, Calcutta, Joseph  Copper.
MDCCLXXXIX. XIlI, 183, p.
The first English translation ot

Sakuntala. V.M.L.

1790 Marsden, William. On the Chro-
nology of the Hindoos. London, Royal
Society, .1790. 25p.

Halhed's copy presented by the
author. Copious marginal notes by
Halhed on several pages. An ofi-
print from the Philosophical transac-
tlons of the Royal Society, London. A.S.

1795 Halhed Nathanlel Brassey. A cai-
culation on the commencement of the
millenium. . . .together with a speech
delivered in the House of Commons
....respecting the confinement of

Brothers the Prophet etc. London, B.
crossby, 1795. 60p.

Photocopy: It offers ample evidence
how Halhed entangled himself with the




Brothers affair after his return from
N.S.

1798. The oriental miscellany con-
sisting of original productions, and
translations. Calcutta, MDCCXCVIII,
I vol. 6pl.

One of the first illustrated books
published in Calcutta. D.S.

1799 Jones, William. The works of
Sir William Jones in six volumes.
London, G. G. & J. Robinson & R. H.
Evans, MDCCXCIX. 3 Vols.

Exhibit: Vol. Ill. R.P.G.

1800 Poems In three parts. Calcutta.
Hircarrah press, 1800. 10,140p.

First part contains the Latin poetry
of Sir William Jones with an English
version. |.M.

1805 Colebrooke, H. T. A Grammer of
the Sanscrit language. Calcutta, 1805
1 Vol.

Hon'ble company's press; Calcutta.
written for the students of Fort William
College. R.L.

1808 Wilkins, Charles. A Grammar of
the Sanskrit language. London, 1808.
662p.

Title page missing. The Devnagari
types used in this book were cut by
author himself the story of which is
described in his Introducilon. S.C.L.
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1776 Halhed, Nathaniel Brassey. A
Code of Gentoolaws: or, ordinations of
the Pundits, from a Persian transla-
tion, made from the Shanscrit langu-
age. London, E. |I. Company, MDCCL-
XXVI. LXXIV, 322p. 8 pl.

Specimen of Devanagari and Ben-
gali alphabets on plates 1&2. V.M.L.

1777 Gladwin, Francis tr. Th2
Akbary: or the Institutes of the Em-
peror Akbar. Translated from the
original Persian. London, William
Richardson, MDCCLXXVIi. IV, 82.14p.
5 pl. | chart
Specimen of
on four pages in the
exhibit copy bears
William Ward. R.P.G.

1799 Fry, Edmund. Pantographia; con-
taining accurate copies of all the
known alphabets in the world; together
with an English  explanation of the
peculiar force or power of each letter:
to which are added specimens of all
well-authenticated  oral languages;
forming a comprehensive digest of
phonology. London, John & Arthur
Arch etc. 1799. 26, 320p.

Specimens of 24 Bengali letters
copied from Encyc. France. des Alph.
anc. et mad. appear on p. 18. S.C.L.

T

Ayin

Bengali handwriting
appendix, The
signature of

1811 Chardin, Jean. Voyages en Perse
et autres liex de I'Orient; new edition.
Paris, De L'lmpremerie de le Nor-
mant, 1811. Multivolume.

Exhibit: Volume containing Atlas,
charts, illustrations. Specimen of
Bengali alphabet on pl 83. Author
visited India twice during 1665-77 and
'77. First published in 1711, Modl.
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1824 Johnson, John. Typographia: or
the Printer's instructor, London, Long-
man and Co., 1824. 664p. illus.
Title page missing. Specimen of

Bengali alphabet on pages 393-94.
R.P.G.

SYR¢ 561639 W1, O | TS.E] BT |
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I e @iew, e FEA ST
fesgm= & foeww, awd1 2wl rerer

IR TR CRimmN FAcad
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1828 Kennedy, Vans. Researches inlo
the origin and affinity of the Principal
Languages of Asia and Europe. London.
Longman, Rees. Orme, Brown, and
Green. 1828. XIV, 324 p. 2 charts.
5th chart contains specimen of
Bengali alphabet. S.C.L.

1833 Haughton, Sir Graves. C. A
Dictionary, Bengali and Sanskrit, ex-
plained in English and adapted for
students of either language; to which
is added an index serving as a revers-
ed dictionary. London, Parburg, Al-
lent Co. MDCCXXXIII. XXVI, 1382, 84p.
J. L. Cox and son, London.

Compiled for the use of the com-
pany's servants. Includes meanings
of 40,000 Bengali and Sanskrit “words
explained in English, A list of 30,000
words including many scientific and
technical terms, has been appended
to serve as a reverse dictionary. R.P.G.

1861 Forbes, Duncan,
the Bengali language to
added a selection of easy phrases
and useful dialogues. London. Wm.
H. Allen & Co. 1861. 16, 232p., 3pl.
Stephen Austin, Hertford.

Grammar of
which is



Three plates offer refreshing speci-
g%nt of Bengali Characters. T.M. &

e

1784 The Calcutta Gazette or Oriental
Advertiser. Calcutta, Company’ Gov-
ernment, 1784-85. Vol. I' (No. 27-52).
Printed by Daniel Stuart 37 Larkin's
lane, Calcutta.

There are many passages of adver-
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tisements in clear slim Bengali types.
.M.

1793 Upjohn, A. An Extensive Voca-
bulary, Bengalese and English... .etc.

Calcutta, Author, MDCCXCIIl. 445p.
Chronicle Press, Calcutta.
e THE TIES b HEN WeA|

farpertoia & W, T GTIRHA U

frars ATEEE & A5G|

1798 Asiatick Researches: or transac-
tions of the Society instituted in Bengal
for enquiring into the history and
antiquities, the arts, sciences and
literature of Asia. London, Vernor &

Hood, 1798. Vol. |, XVI, 474p. 22 pl.
charts

Exhibit copy is a reprint of the Cal-
cutta edition published in 1784.

Specimen of Bengali alphabet on plate
2. Some Sanskrit slokas in Bengali
character printed on pages 35-36.
These types are smaller in size and
their face are somewhat different
from the types cut by Wilkins. S.C.L.

1799 Forster, Henry Pitts.
in the two parts, English and Bengalee,
and vice versa, Calcutta, Ferris & Co.
1799. XX. 420p. Printed at the Press
of Ferris & Co. Calcutta. Exhibit:
Vol | Eng-Bengali.

First major dictionary of
language. Part 2 was published in
1802. The Bengali types used re-

semble those of Wilkins. V.M.L.
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1802 Primitiae Crientales: containing
essays by students of the College of
Fort William....to which are added,
the theses in the oriental languages.
Calcutta, Fort William College, 1802-4.

1-3 vols. "
Exhibit copy: Vol | Martin's article

on Bengali language printed in Ben-
gali, pp 67-74. @ T&1
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1812 Carey, William, ed. A collection
of stories in the Bengalee language.

Serampore, the Mission, 1812. 320p.
Mission Press, Serampore, Hooghly.
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1816 Mohun Persaud Takoor. A choice
selection of the most amusing tales,



from the Persian; with the Rules of
Life, compiled from Gladwin's Persian
Classics, to which is added, a Dic-
tionary. ...etc. Calcutta, 1816. VIII,
126p. Times Press, Calcutta.

The text Is In English, a Dictionary.
English and Bengalee is appended to
facilitate study of the text. % (& W)

Styy =AY, SETeEw | FREEE; 07 A1
Aarei@, Skyv 1 Y00 oz 4TS M

w2, i

argrEiE . I oUW AR
svod | Telm e W res A%
AR ¢ @ O 1A, foFel e I
Y R®H LT @IS IFEE!
@ fo)

Sryay @, fFlmm fEoe ool
faaer 9w, WM wiaam IRAT TEieA
voieew  WERTY, SR Ay T
A W s@Te, wTAoma [9ET H9F
FoerT, P IF  CTARIG, SO
¥,85% *21 Foe 1 Tm remr, Samerat

G THF 99 IG IZ T @Y I
WE HU) AT WIS4.AT & «3 T
AT TR T3 0619 LW | WE @Fe

svo Inw, SR Avgs wieym|
stogrer, sfmerer w33 APNET,
SY01 9, IR0 *3 | FEAGG e o,
AT 13T |

W @ TP TAF A A6
A == Tor Fa

skRo @Y, @l faomEEel
Tere  EBCHeMT AU ©Re WEIIH-
fopefamie w@  weueh Anmer,
S¥R01 > 3, T t2m, ARmeE
AW ag TS FIrC—geAgen
, 50 T, TFUE  SKRO|
SV WHTTR WEFT A T4E S
L TH S¥o ¢ Torm fm-
AR A WG FARAIANT A
|  JEMeEE  ¢YN AZS  [FETHAI
wfﬂf:mm‘m@xmasﬁu‘l
@& 13

¥Ry ferermm, wotr w@n  TRep
FOF MATTS| I SETT T HAH
wmiEe ) Samera, fem oo, sway
8y 31 Aamerg Tew A wiEs |
AW ACFH Svo¥ 1 @i fu)

1825 Carey, William. A Dictionary of

the Bengalee language; 2nd ed.
Serampore, 1825. Mission Press,
Serampore.

Exhibit : Vol. I.

Two volumes in three parts. The
first ed. of Vol. | published in 1818.

Small types were specially made for
printing this dictionary which is the
first authoritative and comprehensive
work of the kind.
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1828 Morton, William. A Dictionary of
the Bengali language with Bengali
synonyms and English interpretation.
Calcutta, Bishop's College. 1828. 7,
660, 2p.
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1832 Morton, W. Rev. TR0i7ed1S 7% |
Or a collection of Proverbs, Bengali
and .Sargscrlt, with their translation and
application in English. Calcutta,
Thacker & Co. 1832. VIII, 160 p.
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1839 Marshman, John Clark, comp. A
Dictionary of the Bengalee language.
English and Bengalee; 3rd ed. Seram-
pore, the Mission Press, 1839. 432p.

This is Vol. Il of the Dictionary Vol.
Bengalee-English An abriddge-
ment from Carey’s quarto dictionary.
First ed. published In 1827. J.B.
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1841 Debipersad Rae. Polyglot Munshi
or, vocabulary, exercises, pleasant
stories, etc. in English, Persian, Hindi,
Hindusthani and Bengali, for the use
of students both native and European.
Calcutta, 1841. 52, 135p. Baptist Mis-
sion Press, Circular Rd.
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1847 Yates, W.illiam. Introduction to

the Bengali language....in two
volumes, Ed. by J. Wenger. Calcutta,
Baptist Mission Press, 1847. Vols. |-l

Baptist Mission Press, Circular Rd.
Exhibit Copy Vol. Il contains selec-
tions from Bengali prose. «% fs, €%
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1856 Mendies, John. Companion 10
Johnson's dictionary, Bengali and

‘English. .. .for the use....of Students.
3rd. ed. (improved) Calcutta, Compiler,
MDCCCLVI. Vill, 406p. Baptist Mission
Press, 21 Lower Circular Road. q a1
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1827 Tarachand Chukraburtee. Dic-

tionary in Bengalee and English by
Tarachand Chukraburtee. Calcutta,
1827. XIl. 250 P., Baptist Mission
Press, Circular Road.

Perhaps the first Bengali-English
dictionary by a Bengali compiler. In
his preface he criticises some aspects
of Carey's Dictionary and discusses
the principles of dictionary compila-
tion.
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1834 Ram Comul Sen, A dictionary
in English and Bengalee; ftranslated
from Todd's edition of Johnson's
Epglish Dictionary by Ram Comul

Sen. Serampore, Serampore _ Press,
1834. 1 & 2 vols. -

2 vols. bound together. An English
to Bengali dictionary in two parts
containing 60,000 words. Took 17
years to complete. Printed at Seram-
pore Mission Press. Printed on paper
made by the Mission's mill. Small
types were specially cast for this
dictionary. Author's introduction gives
useful information on earlier diction-
aries, state of Bengali literature and
working of the Mission Press.
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Robinson, John.
and other Terms. Calcutta,

Dictionary of Law
Thacker,

Spink & Co., Baptist Mission  Press,
1860. IV, 296p.
In English and Bengali. Emphasis

is on legal and commercial terms. S.D.
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Nil Darpan, or, the Indigo Planting
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1828 Asiatic Museum lllustrated Part I.
Comprising Figures of all the models
that were presented to the Museum by
Miss Tytier making a total of eightyr
three to which is added a porirait of
Sir W. Jones founder of the Aslatic
Society & view of the Society's appart-
ments in Chowringhee by Messrs Se-
vinghac and Pearson. Calcutta, Asia-
tic Lith Company’'s Press, Park Street
Chowringhee. 1828. R.P.G.

1842 Hunter, Alex. Alex. Hunter's In-
dian Sketches, for the year MDCCC-
XLIl. Calcutta, D'Rozario And Co. 19
plates. D'Rozario & Co.

Sketches of Indian life. R.P.G.
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1780 Hicky's Bengal
Original Calcutta
weekly. Calcutta,
vols I-Il.

Exhibit copy: vol. I, no. XLVII, 9-16
December 1780. The first newspaper
of India appeared on January 29, 1780
Hicky soon became Govt's persona
non grata for his remarks and
imprisoned several times. In 1782
imprisoned for 19 months and his
types were seized and’ the paper
ceased publication. R.P.G.

Gazatte or the
General Advertiser
J. A. Hicky, 1780
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